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MBRORE
P ELsu Corer

A whimsical companion who will
always brighten your day

By Aly Rinehart
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\he best word I can find

I to describe the Pembarcke

Welsh Corgl 15 ‘whimsi-

cal’. After thiee years of grmn-

ning, dancing, chortling fiun with

one of these adorable sausage-

shaped canmes, I can safely say

that owmnz oze will make vour
days happler.

Don’t let the stubby legs fool
vou - these dogs are fast and ag-
ile. They were originally bred
to be cattle harders, nipping the
heel: of the cows to got them to
go 1 the night direction. As such,
they ara highby mtallizent and ea-
ger to please.

However, I doubt mv comg,
Dalilah Fae would want anything
to de with a cow even if we had
one. This 1z ok though, because
another of the Pambicke’s zreat
qualities iz thewr adaptability.
Whila therr ancestors spent their
dayvs in the fialds of Wales chas-
mg cattle and sheep, teday’s cor-
giz are just as happy cwlmg up
on the couch to read a2 good book
with their owner. They could live
contently on 2 huge farm or in
the biz aty, as long as there are
people.

Theze fimry bundles of fim are
extremly soctal and frendly

While they are zlso very smart
and alert, they are not the ideal
guard dogz. Coigis prefer to make
friends with everyone they mest,
not enemias,

Two gademarks of a Pembroke
are their smle and their nub. A
corgl’s smile can win the heart
of any luman Azk England’s
queen, who owns at least fouwr
at all times. Their almest nonex-
istant tail is what really sets them
apart. It distimzmishes them from
their Cardigan cousms, the corgis
who have larger ears and a long,
bushy tail; and if vou thmk they
can’t wag it, guess again. Some-
timas therr whols rmump will sway
with the efort of converying so
much happmess through so hittle
fail

In zheort, a2 corgl can be the per-
fect companion for almest any
dog camer. Want to go for a mm?
Take vour corgi. Want to waich
football Monday might? Sawve
some popeom for vour eoagl. The
kids want to play dress-up? 5o
does your corgl. Surfmg the big
waves or surfing the web - corg
would love come too. One word
of advice: mmvest in a lint boush.
Otherwize you can make a new
dog cut of the fix one losas.

PEMBROKE
WELSH CORGI

Region of origin: Wales.
Cirigina’ use: Caitle drivers.
Group: Herding.

Puerage Hespan: 12-14 years.
Caolor: Red, sable, fawn, black
and tan, with ar without white
miarkings.

Coat Deuble, medium in
length; shart, thick undercoat
with longer, coarser outer coat
Grooming: Brush consistenthy;
trim nails'bathe as needed
Height'w=ight 10-12 inches;
males, 20 pounds; females, 28
pounds.

Personality- Outgoing and
friendly; hardworking; never
vicious or shy.

Tranability: moderate t high
Activity f=vel: moderate to high
Knaown health problems: hip
dysplasia; progressive reting
atrophy.

Good wih children? Yes, but
may try 1o herd them.

Good with other pets? Yes,
but watch for herding other
dogs and cats, and mireduce
smaller cage-anima’s early to
stimmy prey drive.

Maore nfo: DogChanmel comd
pembrokewelshoong




SAVE AMUTT, CHOOSE ADOPTION

Are you looking to add a funy
new mambar to the family? Ba-
fore gomgz on 2 humt for the per-
fect purebred, consider adopting
a mixed breed from vour local
shelter.

Today thers are nearly seven
million amimals in shelters na-
tiowwide Just watting for 2 new
home While they may not ra-
semble Laszie or Bin-Tin-Tm
they still have the petential 1o be
SOMECNE 'S COMIPRANLON.

“Everv pet I've owned was
adopted, either from z shelter
or found zbandoned,” sawvs Aly
Fainghart, lfelonz ammal lover
and adoption advocats.

“Three of ow five cats wers ad-
opted from local rescuwes, and my
dog was dumped near cur home
in the country,” Emehart contin-
ues, “She’s the bast dog ever. And
my cat’s pretty great; he used to
live under ouwr bam.™

Amimals are alse left i noal
areas when the owmer no longer
wants or can care for them. It 15
always Impertant to make zure
thase animals are not lost and be-
ing looked for IF they weie tuly
abandoned, they can make great
pets too once thev've recievaed
proper vetelinary attention.

Bacamze pets do get lost, it's
alzo very important to maks nure
vour pet has a collar with tags,
and a mierochip with vour infior-
mation implanted bensath their
skm

“When we took Lilah to the vet
to be checked, she didnt have
a collar or a chip,” Finehart 1e-
members, “Mow she has both.”

Some amimals can wander far
and may end up In 2 place where
fyers and phone calls won't brmg
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them safely home. Sometunes a
chip or a tag 15 all that keaps them
from the shalters.

Tt1s just as impertant te do your
rezearch when adopiing 2 moatt 25
it 13 when adopting 2 pedigres.
When locking for a purebred
dog, vou must make sure that the
bresder has taken good care of
the parents, that they have been
bresding and raismg dogs for
some time, and that the breed vou
are looking at 15 smtable for vour
home and lifestvle. The same
zoes for sheltar dogs.

It 1= esperially hard to zuzge
the needs and zbilites of mixed
breeds. If vou don’t kmeow what
bresds make up the dog’s genet-
1cs, 1t can be diffhicult to determme
what living with this dog will be
like. There a few guidalines vou
can use though. For example, 1f
the dog has terner mn its genes, 1t
will probably be a veracions dig-
zer. Dogs with masznff blood wrll
grow to large sizes. When look-
g at puppees, check their paws;
the larger the paws, the bizzer the

dogwill get as it grows. Amy van-

ation on 2 pocdle - labradoodle,
schnoodle, cockapoo - will [ikaly
shed lass and help with allerzies.

If youw're really lockmng to
save a furry life, adopt a black
dog. Statistics show that most
dogs adopted from shelters are
the colorful ones. Pure colors,
gspecially black, are offen over-
looked.

“Don’t forget zbour the pat-
ties,” Finehart adds, “Althoush
they've eamsd 2 bad rep on
telenzzion, a properly 1zised and
handled pzt bull can become a
fantastic family dog.”

Dogs of the pit bull vanety, or
rasembling 3 pit bull, are also
wually left behmd when adop-
fion day comes along. Peopls are
wary of thew agzressrre nature.
Many of the dogs euthanized in
today's shelters are pit bulls or pit
ol matxes.

Unfortunately, due to overpop-
ulation, thers just aven’t sncugh
shelters m America to housa all
the lost and zbandoned pets. OFf
all the degs brouzht in to the
county’s shaelters, more than half
are euthanized each wvear This
15 another reason adeption 15 so
important. Adopting these dogs
{and cats) means they get fo con-
fimue life; most zet to start over
complately.

If welcoming home a new fam-
ily member just ism't an option
nght now, vou can 1l do vour
part. Femember to tag and chip

your pets so that if thev do get
lost, they get back home; spay
and neuter your pets to help with
overpopulation; and domate or
volunteer at a shelter near yvou

- Alv Efmehart
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